
 

 

JPB Board of Directors 
Meeting of June 6, 2024 

Correspondence as of June 5, 2024 

 

# Subject 

1. Re_ Pure torture!! 

2. The Bay Area Deserves better transit-- support SB 1031, the Connect Bay Area Act. AJ Cho 

 



From: Martin J Sommer
To: Board (@caltrain.com)
Cc: Steven Wagman; Dora Seamans; Steven Wagman
Subject: Re: Pure torture!!
Date: Sunday, June 2, 2024 1:30:44 AM

You don't often get email from martin@sommer.net. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or clickon links from unknown senders.

Dear Caltrain Board,

The beeping every 10 seconds has once again started at the University Ave station. Can you
please have it permanently stopped?

Sincerely,
Martin

On 3/7/24 5:16 AM, Martin J Sommer wrote:

Dear Caltrain Board,

These Clipper card reader stations beeping at University Ave station every
10seconds, 20 hours per day, is pure torture!! There was an effort last fall to turn
down the volume, but now it has been raised again!! Please make it stop!!

In addition, I proposed using standard silent Beacon technology, but nothing has
come of it. 

https://assistivetechnologyblog.com/2016/10/beacon-technology-for-visually-
impaired-how-does-it-work.html

https://developer.apple.com/ibeacon/

https://research.envisionus.com/Projects/Indoor-Wayfinding-for-the-Blind-and-
Visually-Impai

https://www.railjournal.com/innovations-showcase/south-western-railway-trials-
app-to-support-partially-sighted-passengers/

Where is your sense of social responsibility???

Martin

-- 
Martin Sommer
650-346-5307
martin@sommer.net
www.linkedin.com/in/martinsommer
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"Turn technical vision into reality."

-- 
Martin Sommer
650-346-5307
martin@sommer.net
www.linkedin.com/in/martinsommer

"Turn technical vision into reality."
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From: AJ Cho <noreply@adv.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Saturday, June 1, 2024 9:56 PM
To: Board (@caltrain.com)
Subject: The Bay Area Deserves better transit-- support SB 1031, the Connect Bay Area Act.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from 
unknown senders. 

Caltrain Board of Directors Board of Directors, 

Bay Area transit needs to be much better, but is at risk of becoming much worse due to 

funding shortfalls. For the region to meet its climate, economic growth, affordability, air quality, 

public health, and justice goals we need drastically improved transit service. 

In order for all Bay Area residents to have affordable, abundant, accessible mobility, each of 

our 27 transit agencies needs to provide significantly more service. That means more 

frequency, more routes, more hours of service, and better coordination between agencies. 

Bay Area residents deserve to be able to depend on transit for all their various mobility needs 

in their neighborhood and throughout the wider community. 

Bay Area voters must be given the opportunity to vote for additional funding for transit 

agencies to provide the high quality transit services our communities deserve. The State and 

Federal governments also need to step up and provide funding for transit service, but we can’t 

wait for help from above. 

I urge you to support SB1031 (Wiener/Wahab), the “Connect Bay Area Act.” It would authorize 

putting a critically important regional public transportation measure on the 2026 ballot that 

would enable voters to provide the funding needed to stop service cuts to Caltrain, BART, and 

Muni, and fund service improvements in VTA's visionary network, SamTrans, as well as all 27 

Bay Area transit agencies. 

The measure would also strengthen service coordination among the agencies. As Bay Area 

residents and workers, our lives take us across city and county lines. But unlike the seamless 

driving experience that connects all local, county and state roads, our transit experience is far 
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from smoothly coordinated. Lack of coordination makes transit unnecessarily difficult, holds 

back ridership, and puts a heavy toll on people who depend on transit and those with long 

commutes due to our region’s housing affordability crisis.  

The bill can and should be strengthened– for example, highway expansion is unnecessary, 

and it should prioritize progressive revenue sources. Please work with the bill authors, transit 

agencies and community stakeholders to make this essential bill the best it can be for our 

communities, climate, and economy. 

But efforts to strengthen the bill should not threaten its viability. Without this bill, no Bay Area 

transit agency will be able to offer the coordinated service our communities need. Also, 

without this bill, many transit agencies will be forced to slash service: stranding riders, 

clogging our roads, fouling our air, and stalling our economy. 

I urge you to support SB 1031, the Connect Bay Area Act.  

Sincerely, 

AJ Cho  

amenoartemis@gmail.com  

159 Santa Teresa  

San Leandro, California 94579-1963 

 

  

 

 


